
Vice Chancellor’s Awards for Excellence in Research and Knowledge Exchange 2024
Nomination process/form and Assessment Criteria
The Vice-Chancellor’s Awards honours members of staff/teams at LJMU who have made exceptional contributions in Research and Knowledge Exchange (RKE) during 2024 (sustained excellence is important but recent notable activity within 2023/2024 academic year, up to nomination, will be prioritised in the assessment criteria).
The awards (alongside the faculty nominations in each category) will be presented at the University Research and Knowledge Exchange Conference held on Monday 16th December, hosted by APSS

For 2024 we have made on addition to the awards portfolio with a new Open Research award. The full awards list is below.
Please tick the award that you are nominating a named person/team for:
· [bookmark: _Hlk166162902]VC Award for Excellence in Research 2024
This award can cover any area of research work where the staff/team have achieved demonstrable outputs, activity, and reputation/esteem. 

· [bookmark: _Hlk166162910]VC Award for Excellence in Knowledge Exchange 2024
This award can cover any area of knowledge exchange where the staff/team have achieved demonstrable external collaborative activity/project work with associated reputation/esteem. 
[bookmark: _Hlk166162921]
· VC Award for Excellence in Research and Knowledge Exchange Support 2024
This award can cover any area of RKE work where the staff/team have had a demonstrable impact on support, training, and the work environment.

· [bookmark: _Hlk166162935]VC Award for Excellence in Promotion of EDI in Research and Knowledge Exchange 2024
This award can cover any area of RKE work where the staff/team have had a demonstrable impact on any element of EDI.

· [bookmark: _Hlk166162946]VC Award for Excellence in the Promotion of Sustainability in Research and Knowledge Exchange 2024
This award can cover any area of RKE work where the staff/team have had a demonstrable impact on sustainability.

· [bookmark: _Hlk166162961]VC Award for Excellence - Impact Story 2024
This award can cover any area of impact (it is not limited to REF Impact Case Studies). Impact stories can include change or transformation in:
curriculum delivery/development; outreach; health or well-being; policy change; social inequalities; business development (etc.) and associated reputation/esteem. 


· [bookmark: _Hlk166162978]VC Award for Excellence – Public Engagement with Research 2024 
This award recognises outstanding public engagement activity, connected to LJMU research. It recognises two-way engagement, where the project is designed and implemented to make a positive contribution to the public and to research. This can include where non-academic expertise has been embedded as a core approach to the development of research focus and activity, via public participation. 

· [bookmark: _Hlk166162989]VC Award for Excellence - Postgraduate Research Supervisor 2024
This award (to an individual staff supervisor) can be nominated by any level 8 postgraduate research student(s) at LJMU who wish to recognise excellence in support, training, and development.

· [bookmark: _Hlk166163005]VC Award for Excellence - Rising Star 2024
This award is (to an individual staff member) is targeted at research-only contracted staff and early career academics (up to 5 years from the first academic appointment pro-rated with part-time employment) and recognises exceptional potential in any field of RKE. 

· VC Award for Excellence - Open Research 2024
[bookmark: _Hlk166847451]This award celebrates individuals or research teams who have demonstrated a commitment to Open Research practices. It aims to reward and celebrate innovative practices that enhance transparency, inclusivity, collegiality, reproducibility, and efficiency in open research practices. 


Information on eligibility, process, criteria etc. are contained at the end of the nomination form.
The closing date for nominations is 5pm, Thursday 7th November  
NOMINATIONS: 
To make your nomination, please complete the table below:
	Name of Award Nominee:

	


	Name and signature of the nominator
(self-nominations must provide a signature from a line manager):

	

	School/Faculty/Dept of the Nominee:

	


	Outline how the nominee(s) have demonstrated excellence in the chosen award category (with specific reference to assessment criteria) 
(500 words max):


































































	





































NOTES AND GUIDANCE:
The Liverpool John Moores University Vice-Chancellor’s Awards for Excellence in Research and Knowledge Exchange were launched in 2015 to recognise and celebrate individuals or teams who demonstrate outstanding levels of achievement whilst maintaining a commitment to LJMU’s Vison and Values and the LJMU Strategy 2030. 
Eligibility and nomination
· Only online nominations via the specific portal set-up for the awards are accepted.
· Individual nominees must be current members of LJMU academic or professional service staff at the closing date for nominations (including research only and part-time staff).
· Nominees can be nominated by themselves, other LJMU staff and/or LJMU postgraduate research students.
· Nominations for the VC Award for Excellence - Postgraduate Research Supervisor can only be made by level 8 PGR student (PhD/MPhil/DBA/Prof Doc/EdD etc.) students and this process will be overseen by the Doctoral Academy.
· Research and knowledge exchange activities are interpreted here in the broadest sense, to include knowledge creation, impact, and innovation.
· Team nominations are permitted (except Supervisor and Rising Star category) and must reflect an active Team in LJMU at the date of closure of nominations. Teams can be of any size and may span more than one academic School, Faculty or Professional Services Department. 
· Submissions must clearly refer to evidence of excellence associated with “activities” undertaken in the academic year 23/24 (and up to nomination submission).
· Self-nominations are permitted.
· Nominations in more than one category are permitted but require separate submissions with a detailed and separate case for each nomination.
· A nominator can make only one nomination per category but may make individual nominations across all categories. 
· All nominations must be made to Mel Campbell by 5pm, Thursday 7th November 
· For the Impact Story and Public Engagement with Research Awards nominations will be reviewed by a panel chaired by Dr. Martin Brooks.
· For the Research Supervisor Award nominations will be reviewed by a PGR panel chaired by Prof Julie Sheldon.
· The remaining awards will be assessed by university panels chaired by Prof Keith George
· University winners and nominees receiving a commendation from their review panel will be announced at the annual University Research and Knowledge Exchange Day (Monday 16th December 2024).
Data Protection
· [bookmark: _Hlk112246587]All data collected in the nomination(s) will be held securely by the University. Illustrative quotations will only be used with your permission, and best efforts will be employed to ensure that no individuals can be identified by implication (other than award winners).


EDI	
· We would like to analyse the group level characteristics of our nominees. We ask this as it enables us to gain insight of those colleagues who are nominated and in doing so.
i. Gauges whether the nominations are representative of the makeup of the institution as a whole.
ii. Identifies priority areas for additional support (if low representation of specific groups is identified)
This analysis is confidential and will not be linked to individual nominations. 
Nominee to complete
  I consent to my characteristics, as listed centrally, to be included in this data.





[bookmark: _Hlk176531318]ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
All awards are made on the basis of academic judgement and cannot be appealed. 
Below is additional information and criteria for each award.
In all categories the nominations should provide evidence of the nominee(s) – 
1) Commitment to the LJMU Strategy 2030
2) Commitment to LJMU Vision and Values
· EXCELLENCE in RESEARCH 2024
Criteria for assessment can include (list not exhaustive).
The novelty of the specific research activity 
The academic quality of the specific research activity 
Evidence of academic leadership related to the research activity
Any relevant internal markers of recognition for the research 
Any relevant external markers of recognition for the research 
· EXCELLENCE in KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE 2024
Criteria for assessment can include (list not exhaustive).
The novelty of the specific knowledge exchange project or activity 
The academic quality of the specific knowledge exchange activity 
The value and consequence of the collaborative partnership within the knowledge exchange activity.
Any relevant internal/external markers of recognition for the knowledge exchange activity (quantitative or qualitative) 

· EXCELLENCE in RESEARCH and KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE SUPPORT 2024

Criteria for assessment can include (list not exhaustive).
Collegial approach to the supports of others in RKE 
The impact of this support (individual, group, Faculty or LJMU level) 
Any novelty or innovation in support
Recognition of support from peers within LJMU
Recognition of support external to LJMU 
· EXCELLENCE in PROMOTION of EDI in RESEARCH and KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE 2024
Criteria for assessment can include (list not exhaustive).
The novelty and importance of the specific EDI focus within RKE 
The real or potential impact of the EDI activity
Collaboration with key partners within (or external to) the University
Recognition of activity from peers within LJMU
Recognition of activity external to LJMU
· EXCELLENCE IN SUSTAINABILITY IN RESEARCH 2024
Criteria for assessment can include (list not exhaustive).
The novelty and importance of the specific Sustainability focus within RKE 
The real or potential impact around Sustainability activity
Collaboration with key partners within (or external to) the University
Recognition of activity from peers within LJMU
Recognition of activity external to LJMU
· IMPACT STORY 2024
Criteria for assessment can include (list not exhaustive).
The quality of the underpinning academic activity that links to the impact story
The novelty of the specific impact story 
The transformational change (reach and significance) of the impact story 
Any relevant internal markers of recognition for the impact activity 
Quantitative or qualitative recognition from external stakeholders 

· PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT WITH RESEARCH 2024
Criteria for assessment can include (list not exhaustive).
The way(s) in which the project demonstrates excellence in engagement, including the benefits and outcomes the project generated for the public and for the research.
The innovative processes and approaches used by researchers, as well as the activities and outputs. 
A clear description of the public group(s) involved and of the methods used to engage with the target group(s)
Whether the impact and approach have been evaluated.

· POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH SUPERVISOR 2024
The successful individual will be able to demonstrate an exceptional approach to, and/or outcomes from, postgraduate research supervision. Please note only level 8 students (PhD/MPhil/DBA/Prof Doc/EdD etc.) can make nominations in this category.
Criteria for assessment can include (list not exhaustive).
How have they inspired or supported you as a postgraduate researcher
How your nominee has transformed your experiences of doctoral level study
Contribution to the local and/or LJMU postgraduate student environment 
Recognition of supervision from peers within LJMU
Recognition of supervision external to LJMU

· RISING STAR 2024

Criteria for assessment can include (list not exhaustive).
Markers of success in RKE (including outputs, supervision, external funding success) 
Contribution to the local RKE environment 
The potential long-term impact upon their field of RKE
Recognition of potential from peers within LJMU
Recognition of potential external to LJMU
 
· OPEN RESEARCH 2024

Criteria for assessment can include (list not exhaustive).
[bookmark: _Int_f3UiTBLX][bookmark: _Int_fRfzigaE]Research activity aligned with the LJMU Open Research Statement and going above and beyond LJMU policies: LJMU Research Data Management Policy and Open Access Publication Policy. 
Research activity that specifically supports and promotes open initiatives, such as (but not limited to): open data, open peer review, open code, pre-prints, open outputs, Archiving and preserving research outputs in open repositories or data archives.
Active engagement with broader issues (advocacy, training, and support) with respect to open research and reproducibility.
Any relevant internal markers of recognition for their open research activity 
Any relevant external markers of recognition for their open research activity 
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