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The Built Environment and Sustainable Technologies 
(BEST) Research Institute has applied carbon reduction 
technologies to small to medium enterprises (SMEs) via 
two projects: Low Carbon Innovation Hub (LCIH) and Low 
Carbon Eco-Innovatory (LCEI).

IMPACT ON THE LIVERPOOL CITY REGION

Working with LCR, dozens of organisations based on 
Merseyside have received academic-research support 
on energy from waste, waste management, low carbon 
planning, sustainable asset and energy efficiency 
management, and renewable energy.

The LCIH has assisted 52 SMEs and led to the generation of 
42 additional jobs, safeguarded 30 jobs, and generated an 
additional £1.76m p.a. in GVA for the economy. The LCEI has 
assisted 164 enterprises, 52 new-to-the-firm products, and 
saved 10,081 tonnes of CO2 from 2016-2019. Additionally 
the plant scale installation of a microwave treatment solution 
for enhanced bio gas production from pig slurry (BiowaveTM) 
has increased gas yield by 40% and reduced CO2 equivalent 
output of the farm by 37% per year.

In sum, over a three year period, the project equates to 
£5.3m, providing an excellent £9.50 return for every £1 
invested from public funds.

IMPACT AREA: Impacts on the health and wellbeing of people  I  Impacts on commerce and the economy  I
Impacts on the environment

THROUGH GROWTH IN AWARENESS 
AND BUSINESS EXPANSION, WE 
ARE GOING TO NORMALISE THE 
SALE AND PURCHASE OF PRE-
OWNED KITCHENS. IT WILL BRING 
COST EFFECTIVE KITCHENS TO THE 
MARKETPLACE, WHILE DRIVING 
MASSIVE ENVIRONMENTAL SAVINGS. 
Helen Lord, Founder and Director of  
the Used Kitchen Exchange


