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Research Institute of Literature and Cultural History: Biennial Review, April 2024

Since its launch as an institute in 2019, the main aim of the Research Institute for Literature and Cultural History (afterwards known as RILCH) has been to foster collaborative networks and contexts for research and dissemination which continue to be effective in facilitating the creativity, productivity and innovation of individual research. This review document offers evidence in support of the continued conferment of the title of Research Institute. In REF 2021, UoA27 English, the membership of which aligns completely with RILCH, 51.7% of our research outputs were graded at 4*, 34.5% at 3* and 13.8 at 2*, with no outputs graded at 1* or unclassified. Our impact case studies were graded 66.7% 4* and 33.3% 3* (two of our three case studies were graded 4* and one was graded 3*).Our research environment was graded 77.5% 3* and 22.5 at 2*.This was the best REF performance of any UoA in the faculty. Our performance on impact was the best in the university 

Structure and Governance
RILCH was led from July 2021 jointly by Professor Catherine Cole (Creative Writing) and Dr Kathryn Walchester, as co-directors. Since the appointment of Cole as APSS Associate Dean Research, Walchester has been sole director of RILCH supported by members of the management committee, which is comprised of members of the departments of English and Creative Writing. This composition has been successful in promoting productive critical-creative projects and collaborations. 

The RILCH Management Committee meets monthly to discuss strategy, consider new opportunities, organise events and identify funding priorities. The management committee is composed of the director, two PGR representatives (one of whom is RILCH administrator), and six members of staff, two of whom are from the Creative Writing subject area. Membership of the management committee is for a two-year duration and awarded in response to a competitive call. The committee includes a diversity of gender and levels of experience and seniority, with one professor, three readers, three senior lecturers and the two PGR students. There is currently no ECR as there are no ECR members of RILCH or in the subject areas of English and Creative writing.

RILCH has developed its links with funded researchers, both nationally and internationally. In 2023, we have Norwegian PhD student Gunn Søfting resident with us and have plans to develop a visiting lecturer / professor scheme in 2024. RILCH has also sought to support scholars from under-represented groups, for example through its funding and organisation of a seminar and internships for the Early-Modern Scholars of Colour network.

The Advisory Board is composed of key figures in English Literature studies and Creative Writing, esteemed figures in cognate areas, and local stakeholders. Advisory Board members are invited to committee meetings and our annual meeting where applicable, and to our annual symposium and the ‘HSS in the City’ events. They have provided invaluable support and expertise in terms of research and events. In the last two years, RILCH has continued to prove itself a thriving and successful research group, producing more than 70 published outputs, a greater amount of bidding activity and success, with 17 externally awarded grants (see Appendices 1 and 2). 

Strategic Alignment
The three aims of the LJMU Strategic Plan inform and direct our current strategy and actions. This is outlined in brief under the headings below but further evidence resonates through other sections of this review and its appendices. 
Education and Student Experience
RILCH contributes to an outstanding student experience in English and Creative Writing and speaks to the LJMU value of excellence in education, with the departments’ undergraduate and postgraduate curricula underpinned by the research conducted by RILCH members. All members are active classroom practitioners and all have been involved in the design of programmes. These include the revalidation of the BA (Hons) English Literature programme (reviewed Autumn 2021); the design and re-validation of MA English Literature in 2023; the design and re-validation of MA Creative Writing in 2023 and MA Screen Writing in 2022.Their passion for and expertise in their research areas has been praised by students and external examiners. 
Impactful Research and Scholarship
Our research seminars, publications, research projects, external talks and events ensure that our research is impactful and contributes to positive social change. In line with our Strategic Priorities, in 2023, we have expanded and extended our reach in terms of collaborations and events with local cultural institutions. RILCH members have contributed actively to the university’s community-facing Big Ideas and Reverse Big Ideas events, have spoken and performed at literary festivals and other externally organised public events, and have developed networks and partnerships with the Mount, Shrewsbury, Croxteth Hall, the Liverpool Athenaeum and Sefton Park Palm House (Appendices 3 and 4 ‘Publications’, ‘Research Seminars and Events’). 
Civic and Global Engagement 
Staff in RILCH are active in local, regional, national and international networks and conferences and ensure that our research is effectively disseminated. (Appendix 7: ‘Invited Keynotes and Indicators of Esteem’). Recent national and international highlights include; Dr Jonathan Cranfield’s appearance on the BBC2 series Killing Sherlock: Lucy Worsley on the Case of Conan Doyle in December 2023; the award of the Margaret Atwood Society Book Prize for best book on Atwood and her work to Fiona Tolan’s recent publication, The Fiction of Margaret Atwood (Bloomsbury, 2023); and Professor Gerry Smyth’s appearance on BBC1’s Who Do You Think You Are? with actress Emily Atack in July 2023. Dr Sonny Kandola was awarded a prestigious Huntingdon fellowship for her work on Oscar Wilde; Dr Jude Piesse was ‘Writer in Residence’ at Gladstone’s Library, Hawarden in September 2023; Dr Caroline Smailes’s latest novel, Mrs Van Gogh, was published to international acclaim in 2023; and Richard Monks’s recent BBC radio 4 drama ‘Belgrano’ was nominated for the Tinniswood Prize for the best original audio drama script of the year. 

Strategic Alignment with the Priorities of Research Councils
Since 2022, the management committee has been involved in reviewing the priorities of AHRC, UKRI leadership, and Leverhulme in particular, seeking advice from colleagues in RIS, and mentoring individual staff. We closely align with the priorities of the AHRC, in terms of research which ‘discover[s] ourselves’; addresses ‘contemporary challenges’; explores and celebrates ‘cultural assets’; and contributes to the ‘creative economy’. Recent success with Leverhulme applications has followed a workshop addressing the specific priorities of ‘originality and ‘taking appropriate risks in setting and reviewing research objectives’. Similarly, successes with BA small grants and mid-career fellowships are testament to our overarching focus and BA priority of ‘mobilizing our discipline for the benefit of everyone’. 
We will work to develop the breadth of our funding application and specifically in the next year, our PhD funding sources. 

Research and Knowledge Exchange Environment
During the last two years, we have maintained our high-quality outreach activities and events, with public lectures and research seminars including those by acclaimed novelist and performance poet Ashleigh Nugent for Black History Month in October 2023 and award-winning writer Alison Light in March 2024. Catherine Cole interviewed crime writer Margaret Murphy in October 2023 at the Athenaeum; Kathryn Walchester interviewed writer Lucinda Hawksley as part of the Smithdown Road Litfest in September 2023. These events regularly reach a diverse audience of over 50 including academics, colleagues in publishing and book-sales and the general public in the local community and beyond (see Appendix 3). Seminars and events are advertised across Merseyside and nationally and have been integrated into both staff research interests and student learning activities, both at undergraduate and postgraduate level.  

Members of RILCH continue to inform and shape national debates. Professor Joe Moran was invited to deliver a lecture as part of Lancaster University’s public lecture series, ‘Degrees of Separation: Universities then, now and in the future’ in February 2024; Dr Kathryn Walchester is a member of the National Executive of University English and leads the annual Book Prize. In 2023 RILCH members led the organisation of two successful international conferences in Liverpool. Dr Rachel Willie, with support from Rebecca Bailey, led the Society for Renaissance Studies Biennial Conference "Difficult Pasts" (19-22 July). Emeritus Professor Elspeth Graham, with support from Willie and Bailey, co-organised the British Shakespeare Association's conference (25-28th July) "Re-locating Shakespeare". 

Since 2022 RILCH has funded a series of impactful and productive projects and research via competitive applications (see Appendix 3). These projects have been instrumental as seed-funding for larger external grant applications and in disseminating the work of the Institute more widely (Appendix 3). RILCH also encourages staff to make applications for QR funding at APSS Faculty Level (Appendix 3).

RILCH has also built a vibrant postgraduate student culture which supports and sustains postgraduate research and activities, the development of which has been one of our strategy priorities over the last 12 months. It forms a hub for sharing wider research across the Schools of Humanities and Social Science and Liverpool Screen School. During the last two years, RILCH has supported and encouraged our post-graduate community in holding regular, monthly meetings, which have been integral to providing mutual support and encouragement amongst the post-graduate community. RILCH has provided a platform for activities and events which highlight PGR achievements and research, including our bi-annual PGR short-talks showcase events. 

There have been six successful PGR completions since September 2021. PhD scholarships and funding are an important aspect in the recruiting of PGR students in the Arts and Humanities. We are actively pursuing ways of expanding the provision of funded PhD places through a number of initiatives including working with the Director of HSS on providing bursaries and funding for teaching. RILCH members engaged in extensive discussion and seedwork with History colleagues with the aim of supporting a university-level application to join the regional AHRC Doctoral Training Partnerships scheme. After funding for this scheme was cut we have had to rethink but are still committed to exploring all future avenues for obtaining external funding for our PGRs. RILCH has been especially active in seeking out applicants for the new faculty Phd by Publication (external applicants) scheme and have had two successful applications from the theatre director Robert Myles and the novelist and performance poet Ashleigh Nugent (author of Locks (Picador 2023), who are now both enrolled. We also had one unsuccessful applicant who is planning to revise and submit.

In recognition of excellence in research, RILCH has seen two promotions to readership (Helen Tookey and Michael Perfect) since 2022.

Interdisciplinarity and Collaboration
RILCH is an intrinsically interdisciplinary group, spanning the subject areas of creative writing, literary scholarship, and cultural history. Our work is likewise interdisciplinary, with outputs embracing areas as diverse as early-modern drama and entertainments, sea-shanties and the histories of sailor towns, and creative outputs inspired by landscapes near and far. In the last two years we have developed our interdisciplinary connections, with colleagues in the Business School through collaborations with the TTCH research group; colleagues from the School of Biological and Environmental Sciences attending our recent events with the Liverpool Botanic Trust; and writing collaborations with colleagues in the School of Education. In 2023 we co-organised, with the Research Centre for Modern and Contemporary History and the Research Centre for Maritime Studies, two large community-based events, ‘Humanities in the City’, drawing together key cultural stakeholders across the Liverpool City Region in a series of discussions about future synergies and collaborations. Out of ‘Humanities in the City’ there have been two successful symposia, an archive working group, including colleagues from the Aldham Robarts Library, working up a TNA grant application, and several public RILCH events, including an externally funded and RILCH-led ‘Being Human Festival’ schools event at the Palm House, Sefton Park for over 140 children. 
We will continue to gather and build established connections with our booksellers, publishers and literary agents. We continue to develop our international publishing connections, including currents links with the U.S., China, and Europe. We support and encourage staff in their writing, research and publication through mentorship, targeted seminars and support sessions and sharing work in regular research and writing groups, such as the Non-Fiction Writing Group, which continues to meet monthly. Eleven RILCH members form part of the APSS Peer Review College. 

Outputs and Outcomes
We have seen an increase in successful external grant income in recent years (see Appendix 2), with grant success by Sarah Maclennan (co-investigator on AHRC ‘Building Research by Communities to Address Inequities Through Expression’) and Filippo Menozzi (Leverhulme Research Fellowship £26,404) and a number of smaller grants and fellowships commensurate with, and specifically supportive of, research in the humanities. In our strategy priorities, we look to spread the numbers of successful applications more widely across the Institute and more broadly across funders. We will initiate targeted information sessions (from Autumn 2024) and mentorship (ongoing), through which we will encourage and support members of the Institute in making applications to funding bodies not conventionally understood as within the remit of the Arts and Humanities and to be ambitious in seeking leadership roles in funding applications for multi-disciplinary, international projects. 

As evident from the Appendices, published outputs from RILCH members since September 2021 are impressive in terms of numbers and significance. We hold regular meetings with our UoA27 reading group and impact case study group, to ensure steady progress in anticipation of REF2029. 

Future Plans
Our current strategy document is appended to this document (Appendix 8), which outlines our key priorities with particular emphasis this year on developing our PGR and PGT community, embedding PGRs more overtly in the committee structure and in research events. Over the last two years we have endeavoured to increase the number of research assistant roles supported by RILCH, in order to develop the opportunities for, and experience of, our PGR community. Our other priority was to extend the reach and volume of our connections locally, regionally and nationally, and which as indicated through our events, has been tremendously successful this year, evidencing the Institute’s commitment to research, knowledge exchange, community engagement and equality and diversity. These activities bring together the critical, creative, traditional and non-traditional aspects of our work in a manner that demonstrates excellence, inclusivity and innovation to support an increase in the number of funding applications, publications, and dissemination through public talks and research seminars with our multi-disciplinary and collegial approach. 

Our forthcoming events indicate our continued collaboration and connection with key stakeholders, our commitment to disseminating our research, and facilitating connections between academics, PGRs and the public (Appendix 3).
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Appendix One

Structure of the RILCH (2022-24)

Director:
Dr Kathryn Walchester (Reader, Eng)

Management Committee Members: 
Professor Catherine Cole (CW) (until January 2024)
Dr Emily Cuming (Eng)
Dr Deaglán Ó Donghaile (Eng) (interim to cover sabbatical)
Dr Holly Howitt-Dring (CW) (interim to cover sabbatical)
Professor Joe Moran (Eng)
Richard Monks (CW) (interim to cover sabbatical)
Dr Jude Piesse (Eng) (sabbatical semester 1, 2023/4)
Leon Ramsay (PGR representative and RILCH administrator)
Katie Taylor (PGR representative)
Dr Helen Tookey (CW) (sabbatical semester 2 (2023/4)
Dr Jamie Whitehead (Eng)
Dr Rachel Willie (Reader, Eng)

Advisory Board Members:

Bryan Biggs, Artistic Director, Bluecoat, Liverpool
Professor Kathryn Chedgzoy, Newcastle University
Professor Fan Dai, Director of the Center for Creative Writing in the School of Foreign Languages at Sun Yat-sen University
Professor Elspeth Graham, Professor Emeritus, LJMU
Chris Gribble, Chief Executive of National Centre for Writing, Norwich
Professor Claire Langhamer, University of Sussex
Dr Diana Leighton, Head of Research Excellence and Research Strategy, LJMU
Professor Philip Martin, Professor Emeritus, Sheffield Hallam University
Dr Derek Neale, The Open University
Professor Andrew Newsam, Astrophysics Research Institute, LJMU
Professor Glenda Norquay, Professor Emeritus, LJMU
Professor Margaret Stetz, University of Delaware




RILCH Members: 

Dr Rebecca Bailey (Eng)
DrJonathan Cranfield (Eng)
Dr Emily Cuming (Eng)
Professor Catherine Cole (CW)
Dr Christinna Hazard (PPP/ Eng)
Dr Holly Howitt-Dring (CW)
Dr Dave Jackson (CW)
Dr Sondeep Kandola (Eng)
Dr Nadine Leese (Eng)
Sarah Maclennan (CW)
John Maxwell (CW)
Dave McDermott (CW)
Richard Monks (CW)
Professor Joe Moran (Eng)
Dr Jake Morris-Campbell (CW)
Dr Deaglán Ó Donghaile (Eng)
Dr Michael Perfect (Eng)
Dr Jude Piesse (Eng)
Professor Gerry Smyth (Eng)
Dr Helen Tookey (CW)
Dr Kathryn Walchester (Eng)
Dr Jamie Whitehead (Eng)
Dr Rachel Willie (Eng)


Associate Members

Dr Bella Adams (Eng)
Ross Dawson (Eng)
Dr Alice Ferrebe (Eng)
Dr Joanna Price (Eng)
Dr Helen Rogers (Eng)

PhD Students

Ann Ashall (Eng)
Rachel Jones (Eng)
Gaynor Llewellyn-Jenkins (Eng)
Dan Melling (CW)
Robert Myles (Eng)
Ashleigh Nugent (Eng)
Mark Pierce (Eng)
Leon Ramsay (Eng)
Louise Rimmer (CW)
Jon Roberts (CW)
Simon Sanders (CW)
Rebecca Smith (Eng)
Rob Sutton (Eng)
Katie Taylor (Eng)
Lynne Wainwright (Eng)
Helen Walsh (CW)

















Appendix Two: Grant Income 

1. Internal Funding (including QR)


	Name

	Project Title
	Amount
	Date 

	Rebecca Bailey 
	Two Entertainments by Sir Thomas Salusbury (1612-
1643) put on at Chirk Castle, Denbighshire, in 1634 and 1641 

	£360.50
	2022

	
	Two Entertainments by Sir Thomas Salusbury (1612-
1643) put on at Chirk Castle, Denbighshire, in 1634 and 1641 

	£1035.83
	2022

	Catherine Cole
	Cultural and Creative Responses to Writing in a City other than one’s own
(Taking the MA Writing students to Paris)
£6,500

	£6,500
	2023

	
	North and South: Immigration, place and nation
	£850
	2021

	Jonathan Cranfield
	‘Conan Doyle’ archive visit QR
	£254
	2022

	Emily Cuming

	'Voices from the Orphanage: Recovering Stories of the Liverpool Seamen’s Orphan Institution'] APSS PGR Professional Training Scheme (project supervisor for PGR student Griffin, 2023-present).
	£680
	2024

	
	'Maritime Relations: Sailors in British Literature, Culture and Society, 1837-1915'. QR
	£480
	2023

	
	'Raymond Williams: Centenary Engagements'. QR funding (Archives and Clusters route)
	£115
	2022

	
	'Global Relations: Sailors and the Maritime Imagination’, 1830-1915'. QR
	£750
	2021

	
Deaglán Ó Donghaile
	Revolutionary Wilde

	£5000
	2023

	
	Oscar Wilde: A Revolutionary Life
	£3000
	2022

	Sondeep Kandola
	'The Censorship of Oscar Wilde'.

	£2031
	2023

	Sarah Maclennan

	‘Co-Creating Community; what are elements of a strong student community and how do we build it?’
Curriculum Enhancement Funding
	£2932
	2022

	

	‘Travel Tales’ QR
	£2000
	2021

	

	‘What’s your story? 2’ Curriculum Enhancement Funding 
	£3200
	2021

	Helen Tookey

	'Malcolm Lowry's Landscapes: Place, Text and Belonging'
	£2000
	2022

	
Kathryn Walchester
	‘Travelling Gardens: the role of Liverpool’s Botanic Garden in the mobility of plants in the nineteenth-century 1’
	£1006
	2023

	
	‘Travelling Gardens: the role of Liverpool’s Botanic Garden in the mobility of plants in the nineteenth-century 2’
	£765
	2022

	Jamie Whitehead
	‘Representing Schizophrenia’

	£417
	2022

	Total 
	
	£33,376.33
	








2. External Funding

	Name
	Project Title and Awarding Body
	Amount
	Date 

	Emily Cuming

	3-month fellowship at the archive of the National Maritime Museum, Liverpool
	£2,500
	2022

	
	Travel bursary for ‘STAY HOME: New Perspectives on the Home, 2022’.  Centre for Privacy Studies, University of Copenhagen. 
	£257 
	2022

	
	‘Global Relations: Sailors and the Maritime Imagination, 1830-1915’, Royal Museums Greenwich, Caird Short-Term Research Fellowship.  
	£4800
	2022

	Sonny Kandola

	 Thomas A Wilkins fellowships at the Huntington Library, San Merino, California 
	£2750
	2024

	
	The Censorship of Oscar Wilde
	£2414
	2023

	Sarah Maclennan 

	‘Building Research by Communities to Address Inequities Through Expression’ (AHRC)

	£78,340
(£2.5M grant total) 
	2024

	

	‘Hidden in Plain Sight. A Cross-Disciplinary Study’ UKRI Quality Research

	£7,252 
	2023

	

	 ‘We are more than one story’ 
(UKRI Quality Research)

	£9856 
	2022

	

	AHRC ‘Building Research by Communities’ (AHRC) 

	£207,363 
	2022

	
Filippo Menozzi 
	‘Postcolonial Historical Materialism: The Heritage of Critical Theory’ (Leverhulme Research Fellowship)

	£26,404
	2023

	Jude Piesse

	Writer’s Residency at Gladstone’s Library
	£2740
	2023

	Jude Piesse and Kathryn Walchester
	‘The Nonsense Tree’  (Being Human Festival event award) 
	£2715
	2023

	Helen Tookey
	'Listening to the 85%: exploring how recording and listening to underwater sounds can increase environmental awareness on the Isle of Man' (AHRC Follow-on funding)
	£11,982
	2023

	
Rachel Willie
	‘Soundscapes in the Early Modern World’ (Royal Historical Society)
	£300
	2023

	

	‘Soundscapes in the Early Modern World’ (Society for Renaissance Studies)
	£600
	2023

	
	SRS conference
	£23,545
	

	Total: 
	
	£383, 818
	
















































Appendix Three: RILCH Seminars, Events and Symposia



	
	
RILCH Events Sept 2021-Sept 2022


	
Date
	
Event

	Principal Organiser
	Notes

	
18/11/21
	
Helen Tookey (LJMU Creative Writing) and Simon Piasecki (LJMU Creative Writing), ‘Walking and Writing.’
	
Helen Tookey
	

	19/01/22
	Elleke Boehmer (Oxford) and Filippo Menozzi (LJMU), To the Volcano: A Conversation.

	
Filippo Menozzi
	

	24/03/22
	Robert Graham (LJMU Creative Writing), The Boy Wonder book launch.
	
Catherine Cole
	

	26/04/22
	Constance Bantman (Surrey), ‘Jean Grave, print culture and the networks of French anarchism, 1870-1939.’
	
Deaglán Ó Donghaile
	

	27/04/22
	David Sterling Brown (Binghampton University, USA), ‘Do you hear what I hear? Shakespeare, Race and the “Listening Ear”.’

	
Rachel Willie
	

	26/05/22
	Devika Ponnambalam (novelist) and Caroline Smailes (LJMU Creative Writing), ‘Two Novelists Discuss Their Work: I am not your Eve/Mrs Van Gogh’
	
Jude Piesse
	




	
	
RILCH Events Sept 2022-Sept 2023


	
Date
	
Event

	Venue
	Principal Organiser

	
31/10/22

	
Black History Month Ebroje Azanuwha Memorial Lecture with Yvonne Battle-Felton  
	
online
	
Catherine Cole

	07/11/22
	RILCH symposium ‘The City’ with keynote speakers Professor Inga Bryden and poet Jean Sprackland, plus short talks from RILCH members
	Bluecoat
	Kathryn Walchester / Helen Tookey

	
15/03/23
	
Sound and Disability Teach-Out with Bruce Smith (and other contributors)

	
Bluecoat
	
Rachel Willie

	
19/04/23


	
Joint Liverpool Universities English and Creative Writing Forum
	
John Foster
	
Jude Piesse

	
23/06/23

	
War Widows Quilt: An Armed Forces Day Exhibition 

	
St. George’s Hall 
	
Nadine Leese

	04/09/23

	Liverpool Travel Seminar – interdisciplinary workshop with external speakers.

	Bluecoat

	Kathryn Walchester





	
RILCH Events Sept 2023 -


	16/09/23 
	James Hanley: New Directions Symposium
	Bluecoat
	Emily Cuming
	

	22/09/23
	Dickens and Travel with Lucinda Hawksley

	St. Barnabus Church, Smithdown Road Lit Fest
	Kathryn Walchester
	

	


	18/10/23
	Margaret Murphy (crime writer) symposium 
	Athenaeum 
	Catherine Cole
	

	19/10/23
	Ashleigh Nugent - From LOCKS to RiseUp: Rewriting Your Story

	JF 1.21
	Joe Moran
	Black History Month


	25/10/23
	Joint Liverpool Universities English and Creative Writing Forum

	Hope University Creative Campus (Room: COR 114A) on Wednesday 25 October 3:15-5pm 
	Jude Piesse
	

	26/10/23
	Gerry Smyth book launch (Serpent, Siren, Maelstrom and Myth: Sea Stories and Folktales from Around the World.)
	Bluecoat
	Gerry Smyth
	

	

	07/11/23
	RILCH Symposium
‘Time’ - Amber Regis and Jeff Young (keynote speakers)
and book launch
Catherine Cole’s  Slipstream
	Bluecoat
	Kathryn Walchester 

	

	15/11/23
	‘The Nonsense Tree’ Exhibition and Schools event with ‘Being Human Festival’
	Sefton Park Palm House

	Kathryn Walchester and Jude Piesse
	

	
23/11/23
	
Steve Lyus, ‘The Liverpool Botanic Garden’

	
JF 127
	
Kathryn Walchester
	

	

	06/12/23
	PGR Research Showcase
	JF 127
	Leon Ramsey
	



	

	
10/02/24
	
Susannah Darwin at The Mount: Hidden Maternal Histories
Symposium and public event
	
The Mount, Shrewsbury
	
Jude Piesse
	


	

	
05/03/24
	
Alison Light, ‘The “I” In History: Writing Memoir’

	
JF1.27
	
Joe Moran
	

	
16/03/24
	
Orchid Fever: Propagating and Hybridizing Orchids from the Nineteenth Century to the Present: symposium in assocation with Liverpool Botanic Trust

	
Croxteth Hall Park
	
Kathryn Walchester and Jude Piesse
	

		

	
09/04/24

	‘Déjà vu in Capri, 1924: Walter Benjamin, Ernst Bloch, and the Memory of the Future’ Filippo Menozzi

	JF 127
	Filippo Menozzi
	

	



	
May, T.B.C

	
PhD by Publication Showcase
	JF 127
	Leon Ramsay
	




Events Planned for 2024-5:

September 24th: Crime Writing Event as part of Smithdown Road Litfest featuring acclaimed novelist, Anne Cleeves

October: In conversation event with poet and philosopher Denise Riley and Professor Catherine Cole

November: RILCH annual Symposium at the Bluecoat Arts Centre

December: PGR showcase












Appendix Four

Publications by RILCH members (since September 2021)


BOOKS

Cole, C. 2023. Slipstream: On Memory and Migration. Valley Press.

Cranfield J. 2023. The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes (scholarly edition). Edinburgh University Press. 

Maxwell J. 2023. Water Street. BK Fiction.

Bahri D., Menozzi F., eds. 2021. Teaching Anglophone South Asian Women Writers. Modern Language Association of America.

Muller N, ed., 2023. The War Widows Quilt. War Widows Stories.

Smyth, Gerry. 2023. Serpent, Siren, Maelstrom and Myth: Sea Stories and Folktales from Around the World. British Library Publishing.

Carroll R., Tolan F., eds. 2023. The Routledge Companion to Literature and Feminism.

Tolan, F. 2022. The Fiction of Margaret Atwood. Bloomsbury.

Tookey H. 2022. In the Quaker Hotel. Carcanet Press. 

Forsdick C, Kinsley Z, Walchester K., eds. 2023. Microtravel: Confinement, Deceleration, Microspection. Anthem.

Preedy CK, Willie R., eds. 2024. Thomas Nashe and Literary Performance. Manchester University Press.

JOURNAL ARTICLES

Bailey R.A. 2024. ‘“Noe dish whose tast, or dressing, is unknown / Unto oʳ natives” (ll. 54-55): an examination of local and global material cultures in the food rituals of Thomas Salusbury’s 1634 “Chirk Castle Entertainment”.’ English Literary Renaissance, 54: 52-75.  

Bailey R.A. 2022. ‘Sir Thomas Salusbury 2nd’s (1612-1643) manuscripts and fragments.’ Early Modern Literary Studies: a journal of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century English literature, 22, 2: 1-22.

Bailey RA. 2021. ‘”Your name shall liue / In the new yeare: as in the age of gold”: Sir Thomas Salusbury’s “Twelfth Night Masque, Performed at Knowsley Hall in 1641” and its Contexts.’ Shakespeare Bulletin: a journal of performance, criticism, and scholarship, 38: 465-487.

Cuming E, O’Brien P. 2024. ‘Introduction: The Raymond Williams Centenary Issue.’ Key Words: A Journal of Cultural Materialism, 21: 5-10.  

Allen V, Bohata K, Braithwaite P, Cuming E, Von Rosenberg I, Woodward K. 2021. ‘On Working with Williams: Five Female Perspectives.’ Coils of the Serpent, 63-81.  

Kandola S. 2022. ‘Political Censorship on the late-Victorian Stage: Rereading Oscar Wilde’s Vera; or, the Nihilist[s].’ Journal of Victorian Culture, 27, 4: 610-24.

Menozzi F. 2024. ‘Variations on Time: Reading Paolo Virno Reading Ernst Bloch.’ Cultural Critique: an international journal of cultural studies, 123: 1-25. 
 
Menozzi F. 2023. ‘Totality in a Box: The Shipping Container from Commodity to Allegory.’ Qui Parle: critical humanities and social sciences, 32: 163-197. 
 
Menozzi F. 2022. ‘Reading Hegel after Marx: Lukács and the Question of Teleology.’ International Critical Thought, 12: 98-115.
 
Menozzi F. 2021. ‘Ernst Bloch and the Subject of Orientalism.’ Textual Practice, 36: 1459-80.
 
Menozzi F. 2021. ‘Marxism in plural times: Decolonising subsumption.’ Rethinking Marxism: a journal of economics, culture and society, 33: 111-133.  

Moran J. 2024. ‘Couples: A Collective Life.’ Life Writing, 21, 199-213.
 
Moran J. 2022. ‘The Humanities and the University: A Brief History of the Present Crisis.’ Critical Quarterly, 64: 5-28. 
 
Moran J. 2023. ‘An Intimate History of Social Mobility in Postwar Britain.’ Cultural and Social History, 20: 249-65.
 
Moran J. 2022. ‘Delivering the Undeliverable: Teaching English in a University Today.’ English: Journal of the English Association, 71, 273: 140-60.
 
Moran J. 2024. ‘You are not an angel (a letter to my students).’ New Writing: The International Journal for the Practice and Theory of Creative Writing, forthcoming.

Perfect MJ. 2022. ‘Some Unsung Songs: Andrea Levy’s Late, Unpublished Work.’ ARIEL, 53: 257-291.  

Saroukhani H, Lawson Welsh S, Perfect MJ. 2022. ‘Afterlives, Aftermaths: Levy Studies in the Twenty-First Century.’ ARIEL, 53: 7-24.  

Piesse J. 2024. ‘Done with Dickens,’ Dickens Quarterly, 41, 4: 35-42.

Tolan F. 2022. ‘Work, Gratitude and “the Good Immigrant’: rereading Andrea Levy’s Every Light in the House Burnin’ (1994) and Never Far From Nowhere (1996) after the Windrush Scandal.’ ARIEL, 53: 25-46. 
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Appendix Five

RILCH Finance

RILCH Spending Plan Academic Year 2022-3

	7/11/22
	RILCH Symposium (catering and accommodation at Bluecoat)
	
	£1764

	8/12/22
	Our Place exhibition costs and launch at Shakespeare North
	
	£1179.23

	Oct – April 
	Research seminars
	
	£500

	15/2/ 23
	Sound and deafness symposium
	
	£1975

	Dec 2022
	Call for small grants from RILCH members
	
	£7250

	April 2023
	Networking event 
	
	£1188

	May 2023
	Liverpool Travel Seminar
	
	£724

	July 2023
	Internships for Society for Renaissance Studies conference and British Shakespeare Association
	
	£8560

	 
	 Total (overspend approved by ADR)
	
	£23, 140.23





RILCH Spending Plan Academic Year 2023-4

	07/11/23
	RILCH Symposium (catering and accommodation at Bluecoat)
	
	£1897

	28/09/23
	Small grants call
	
	£3968

	Oct – April 
	Research seminars (speakers travel and subsistence)
	
	£400

	08/03/24
	Milton Studies seminar
	
	£926

	16/03/24
	‘Orchid fever’ Symposium with Liverpool Botanical Trust
	
	£1845

	15/03/24
	Call for small grants from RILCH members
	
	£3169.20

	-18/04/24
	Gladstone’s PGT/PGR writing retreat 
	
	£2332 

	 June 2024
	Gladstone’s Library Writing retreat for RILCH members
	
	£3000

	July 2024
	RILCH members and advisory board away-day catering and venue
	
	£800

	 
	 Total 
	
	£18, 238







RILCH Funded Small Grant Projects (up to £500) awarded since January 2022:



	RILCH Member
	Project / Event

	2022
	

	Jude Piesse 

	British Library visit

	Helen Tookey
	Poetry Course at Ty Newydd Writing Centre

	Jake Campbell-Morris
	UEA Poetry, Representation and the Archive conference, 25th May, 2023.

	Sonny Kandola
	British Library visit

	Colin Harrison
	British Library visit

	Kathryn Walchester
	Indexing for Microtravel volume

	Fiona Tolan
	Indexing for Routledge Companion to Literature and Feminism

	Helen Tookey
	Malcolm Lowry digitization project with Brian Biggs, Bluecoat.

	Nadine Leese
	paper and exhibition at Military Welfare History Network event, Dublin

	Deaglán Ó Donghaile 

	Conference paper presentation at the American Conference for Irish Studies annual conference at San Jose State University, San Jose, California

	Jude Piesse
	funding for registration. Paper at Association for the Study of Literature and Environment conference 30th August, 2023.

	Rebecca Bailey
	Plenary Round Table and Performance session (Thursday 27th July) on performances in Replica Theatres at British Shakespeare Association conference.

	2023
	

	Michael Perfect 
	‘A Lost Levy Story Brought to Light: Posthumous Publication of “Finger Food”’

	Gunn Helen Soefting
	A visit to the Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge.

	Emily Cuming
	Voices from the Orphanage: Recovering Stories of the Liverpool Seamen’s Orphan Institution at Newsham Park

	Kathryn Walchester / Jude Piesse
	The Nonsense Tree

	Rachel Willie
	Indexing 

	Deaglán Ó Donghaile
	1. [bookmark: _Hlk148528244]Attendance at Université Libre de Bruxelles Networking Workshop at Oxford 
2. Research at Newspaper Library, Bibliothèque Nationale de France, Paris 

	John Maxwell
	The 1863 Project – mapping the novel Water Street to the city of Liverpool


	Jon Cranfield
	Book Series Launch & Symposium


	Rob Myles
	FHEA Application


	Sonny Kandola
	Inaugural Conference of the International Nineteenth-Century Studies Association delivering a paper entitled “Oscar Wilde’s Critical Interventions in the Victorian (and Post-Millennial) Culture Wars”.


	Jude Piesse / Gaynor Llewellyn-Jenkins / Rebecca Bailey


	Susannah Darwin Panel at Event 2024, Gladstone’s Library


	Deaglán Ó Donghaile

	Research Trip to the International Institute of Social History, Amsterdam


	Kathryn Walchester
	Ice and Water conference attendance and paper































Appendix Six

RILCH Cross-Disciplinary Collaborations in LJMU and External Collaborations with Local and Regional Institutions:

Cole, Catherine: FRDC, FRKEC, URKEC, Freeport, Pandemic Institute, IHRC

Cuming, Emily: Board member of Centre for Port and Maritime History.

Leese, Nadine: War Widows Association of Great Britain; Nstional Army Museum; Imperial War Museum North; Graff.io Arts. 

Maclennan, Sarah: More than Minutes; Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine; Writing on the Wall; National Justice Museum, Nottingham; Office for Students; Leeds Trinity University; Unlock


Menozzi, Filippo: De-colonizing the Curriculum Committee member; HSS EDI representative

Moran Joe: UoA co-ordinator and FRKEC member.


Piesse, Jude Liverpool Botanic Trust; the Palm House Sefton Park, The Mount, Shrewsbury,  Darwin’s Birthplace Trust. 

Tookey, Helen: The Bluecoat Arts Centre.
Walchester, Kathryn: Travel, Tourism, and Cultural Heritage Research group (Business School); collaboration with School of Education on Creative writing and mental health project and organisation of LitDrive conference 2024; Liverpool Botanic Trust; YKids; The Athenaeum, Smithdown Road Litfest.

Willie, Rachel HSS PGR representative, FRDC; Cheltenham Ladies College. 
























Appendix Seven

Indicators of Esteem:  Invited Keynotes and External Collaborations (indicative)


Bailey, Rebecca: co-organiser of biennial international British Shakespeare Association conference 'Relocating Shakespeare' and the Society for Renaissance Studies' biennial, international conference 'Difficult Pasts'; collaboration with Wirral archaeological society and Poulton estate and archives.

Cole, Catherine: Invited to join Cambridge University Press Advisory Board for their crime series ‘Elements in Crime Narratives’; Professorial Fellow of the University of Wollongong, Australia.
Invited talks at State Library of New South Wales, Australian Maritime Museum, Sydney Writers’ Festival. 

Cranfield, Jonathan: Editorial Board Member (Edinburgh University Press Edition of the Works of Arthur Conan Doyle); Scholarly Writing Prize Committee (Arthur Conan Doyle Society).

Cuming, Emily: Royal Museums Greenwich, Caird Short-Term Research Fellowship, 2022; Royal Liverpool Seaman's Orphan Institution public engagement project; consultant and interviewee for a BBC Radio 4 programme on Newsham Park orphanage; Executive Committee Member of the Raymond Williams Society. 
Invited talks: ‘Gateway to the World’ conference; AHRC-funded ‘Mariners: Religion, Race and Empire’ network.


Kandola, Sonny:  Facilitator for Reception Point; Publications Committee of the International Nineteenth-Century Studies Society; MA External examiner at Royal Holloway College, University of London; BA External Examiner at Leeds Beckett University; External validator for BA English modules at Leeds Beckett and for MA modules at the University of Teeside.

Maclennan, Sarah: Invited role: University of Cambridge, guest lecturer on Creative Writing in the Community module.

Moran, Joe:  work published in TLS, Literary Review, Times Higher Education, the Financial Times, the Observer and the LRB in this period. Interviewed twice for the TLS podcast.
Invited to join Editorial Board for journal Public Humanities; Editorial Board membership on International Journal of Cultural Studies renewed.
External examiner, MSc. Literature and Modernity, University of Edinburgh.
Invited Lectures: Foreign and Commonwealth Office on ‘Writing engagingly’; Public lecture, Lancaster University, ‘Degrees of Separation: Universities then, now and in the future’.

Menozzi, Filippo: Section editor for Postcolonial Text (online open access journal edited by Prof Chantal Zabus, University of Paris Sorbonne, France).

Monks, Richard: BBC Radio 4 Drama ‘Belgrano’, ‘Rare Earth’; Tinniswood Prize nominee (two years consecutively).

Ó Donghaile, Deaglán:  Visiting Fellowship with The Modernitas Institute, The Free University of Brussels (Université Libre de Bruxelles), February 2025.
Invited talks at Irish literary and Historical Society of San Francisco; University of Brussels; Modernitas Centre and Oxford University; the Derry Book Fair the McClelland Library and Irish Cultural Center in Phoenix; Liverpool Irish Festival; Radical Question Time, Derry. 

Perfect, Michael: 'Celebrating Andrea Levy', hosted by the BL in association with the RSL and Leeds Lit Fest. 

Piesse, Jude: appearances on BBC Radio 4 ‘Today’, ABC ‘Nightlife’, Midlands Today, Cambridge University Library for the ‘Darwin in Conversation’ exhibition, talk at the Shrewsbury Festival of Literature, DarwIN Festival; Writer’s Residency at Gladstone’s Library; editorial board member for Anthem Press’s Studies in British History series.
Invited Keynotes: University of Chester Faculty of Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education Postgraduate Conference, University of Chester, ‘Writing for Academic and Public Audiences’; Public talk at Gladstone’s Library, ‘Writing Darwin at The Mount: Darwin in the Literary Imagination’. 

Smyth, Gerry: BBC1 ‘Who Do You Think You Are?’; extensive media coverage for Sailor Song: Shanties and Ballads of the High Seas (British Library). Interviewed in the New York Times; featured in The Spectator; BBC Radio Scotland, BBC 6 Music; Folk Radio.

Tolan, Fiona: winner of the Margaret Atwood Society best book 2023 prize. 

Willie, Rachel: External Examiner, Keele University; University of Leicester; peer reviewer (academic presses): Anthem; Liverpool University Press; Manchester University Press; Oxford University Press; Routledge; Études Anglaises; European Historical Quarterly; Journal of Early Modern Cultural Studies; The London Journal; Renaissance Drama; Renaissance Studies; The Seventeenth Century Journal; Shakespeare Jahrbuch; Royal Historical Society (elected Fellow since 2020); English Association (elected Fellow since 2021); Early Modern Scholars of Colour / Society for Renaissance Studies mentoring scheme steering committee; Editorial Board, Renaissance Studies.
Invited Keynotes: ‘Building Research Networks’, an online discussion organised by King’s College London’s Centre for Early Modern Studies; University of York; CUSO Workshop: Literary Utopia / Dystopia, University of Neuchâtel, Switzerland. 
Walchester Kathryn: member of University English National Executive and Book Prize Officer; Co-organiser of Seuils et Travers, Borders and Crossings International Travel Writing conference; member of editorial board of Studies in Travel Writing Journal.
Invited keynotes and talks : University of Aosta; University of Nancy; Bradford Literary Festival
Whitehead, James: Invited lecture: ‘Poetry and Mental Health: the history of an idea’, Royal College of Psychiatrists.












Appendix Eight

RILCH Strategy and Priorities for 2023-2024


July 2023.

We retain our aims from our Strategy Document of 2021-2:

· We will continue to invite and attract high-quality researchers and academics to work and study in the Institute in a number of roles: as students, researchers, collaborators and co-investigators, and advisors and mentors.
· We will consolidate our reputation for the production of high-quality publications, published in a range of diverse formats and media. 
· We will develop our work with key stakeholders in Liverpool institutions and local government to enhance our engagement with a range of audiences.
· We will continue to increase the number of successful research grants and fellowships awarded to the Institute as a whole and to its individual members. 
· We will consolidate and enhance our reputation as an organisation of excellence, influence and impact in the Merseyside city region, across the UK, and internationally.

Additionally, and more specifically, our key priority areas for 2023-4 will be:

· Develop connections with the PGR community and involve them more overtly in the management and events of the Institute. 

· Support individual researchers in the publication of monographs, creative pieces and journal articles by celebrating the success of members more visibly, providing writing retreats, more flexible calls for small grants.

· Explore and develop visiting scholar possibilities, including candidates for PhD by publication.

· Develop the connections with local and regional cultural institutions and increase the number of co-designed events.
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